
shorten the duration of protection, so re-
application is recommended following a bath. 

3. Revolution is a topical parasiticide that has la-
belled effectiveness against ticks when applied 
every 2 weeks.  The effectiveness of this product 
to protect against tick-borne diseases has been 
questioned as ticks may stay on the pet long 
enough to cause disease. 

 

If you find a tick on your pet you will want to 
remove it as soon as possible.  If you do not know 
how, contact your local veterinarian.  The tick 
should be collected and taken to your local vet-
erinarian, who will make arrangements to get it 
to Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development 
(ARD) for identification and testing 
(complimentary service). 

For more information on any of the subject matter 
including which tick preventative products would 
be suitable for your pet please call us at 403-242-
0045. 

For further information on Lyme disease, check 

out www.veterinarypartner.com  

Dr. Jason Tolton, DVM 

 

 Tick season is upon us! Ticks serve to trans-
port and deliver several infectious organisms from 
one host to another.  Lyme disease has been get-
ting some media attention in the last week be-
cause, as of this year, 5 ticks have tested positive 
for Borrelia burgdorferi, the bacterium that causes 
Lyme disease.  The ticks were found on 4 dogs and 
1 cat, and they all reside in the Calgary and Ed-
monton areas.  It is important to clarify that not all 
species of ticks carry the infectious bacteria caus-
ing Lyme disease.   

 If an infected tick bites and remains at-
tached for more than 24 hours it can cause illness 
in people, wildlife, and domestic animals.  In hu-
mans the common initial clinical signs include a 
circular red rash starting at the tick bite and/or flu-
like symptoms such as fever, chills, headache, 
fatigue and swollen lymph glands.  Chronic effects 
can include arthritis, neurological and muscular 
abnormalities and heart rhythm disturbances.  In 
dogs, typically signs of Lyme disease are not seen 
for weeks to months following the tick bite.  Gen-
erally the clinical signs are those of arthritis and 
possibly a fever.  Long-term infection can lead to 
kidney damage. 

 The best defence against Lyme disease is 
prevention of tick attachment or removal shortly 
after biting.  People should use insect repellent 
and cover up when walking in tall grass, woods or 
brush to avoid being bitten by ticks.  To protect 
our dogs there are several veterinary products 
that have proven effective against ticks. 

1. Collars containing Amitraz (Preventic collars) 
are very effective in repelling ticks however there 
are some limitations.  They are not to contact cats 
or be handled by children; so many people tape 
them to the underside of the dog’s regular collar.  
Dogs should not wear the collars while they swim, 
which is also a drawback for many owners. 

2. Advantix is a once-a-month topical flea and tick 
treatment that is also very effective.  This product 
is also toxic to cats, so caution must be taken if a 
cat tends to groom the dog.  The main risk period 
for cats and kids is when it is applied, before it 
dries.  Bathing the dog (with shampoo) may 

The above photo was taken off of the 

National Geographic website.  It is a 

photo of the deer tick which is one of 

the species that can transmit Lyme 

Disease. 

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
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Does your cat go 

outside?  BEWARE 

of owls  and other 

prey in this area.  A 

previous client has 

been witness to the 

capture of a cat by 

an owl right in front 

of his eyes! 

Allergies?? 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άYŜƴƴŜƭ /ƻǳƎƘέΚ 

It is an infectious inflammation of the trachea 
and bronchi (upper airways).  There are sev-
eral agents that cause “kennel cough” includ-
ing a bacteria Bordetella bronchiseptica and 
several viruses including Parainfluenza virus 
and Canine adenovirus type 2.  Infection of 
these agents can cause a sore throat and a 
harsh, hacking cough.  Usually the infected 
dogs have normal energy, appetite, and body 
temperature (no fever). 

How does my dog get it? 

The history generally includes exposure  to 
dogs in the previous 2 weeks.  Kennel cough 
agents tend to be relatively contagious and 
can shed from an infected dog for up to 3 
months after infection.  The susceptibility of 
the dog to infection depends on a number of 
things including its stress level and vaccine 
status. 

How do I treat it? 

Most cases of kennel cough resolve on their 
own.  It is logical to soften the diet if your dog 
likely has a sore throat, by giving moistened 

kibble or canned food.  We can give an antibiotic 
to combat Bordetella bacteria to help speed up 
the recovery, and/or a cough suppressant to 
decrease the cough-inflammatory cycle and give 
some relief from the symptoms.  If appetite de-
crease or a fever occurs we usually advise inter-
vention with medications.  One of the most im-
portant things to remember is to isolate from 
other dogs at least while clinical signs are present 
and for 1-2 weeks after to help prevent an out-
break in your community. 

How do I prevent it? 

If your dog is exposed to the general population 
on trails, in parks, at groomers, or in kennels 
then you should consider vaccination against the 
general kennel cough agents.  There are in-
jectable and intranasal vaccines available.  Dis-
cuss with your veterinarian which vaccine would 
be appropriate for your dog. 

For more information on kennel cough, query it 
on www.veterinarypartner.com 

Dr. Jason Tolton, DVM 

 

therapy and medication administration can be 

implemented to try and ease the discomfort 

of your friend. 

 Although allergies can sometimes give 

the impression of hopelessness, by working 

together with your veterinarian, it is very 

possible to make their symptoms a lot less 

severe.  Your pet can enjoy having fun in the 

sun playing outside without being hindered by 

all of the pesky irritants. 

Cindy Kokoski, AHT 

 Does your pet lick its paws?  Does he/she 

get multiple ear infections?  Does he/she have 

recurrent skin issues such as redness, irritation, 

or itchiness?  Pets can have seasonal allergies 

just the same as people can.  It is definitely the 

“allergy activating” time of year with all of the 

free floating pollen in  the air, dust allergens, 

and grass clippings everywhere!   

 It can be very difficult to endure watching 

your pet appear so uncomfortable while they 

are constantly scratching, licking, and chewing.  

Rest assured that it is not a helpless situation.  

A variety of treatment protocols including diet 

Common Questions about Kennel Cough 

P A G E  2  



dog learns that all good things come 

from you. 

This is all possible thanks to the laws 

of learning.  All animals (and people) 

will repeat behaviours that lead to 

something good.  Clicker training  

harnesses this by marking the behav-

iour the trainer likes with a click and 

following that click with a treat.  In 

scientific terms, the desired behav-

iour is marked (the click) and fol-

lowed up with positive reinforcement 

(the treat).  The click itself has two 

main purposes.  First, it tells the ani-

mal which action it is getting paid for.  

Secondly, it bridges the time be-

tween the behaviour and the treat.  

This allows for more efficient training 

as it is difficult to give the dog a treat 

as the behaviour is occurring. 

Clicker training leads to happy dogs 

and happy owners.  It provides a 

strong foundation for a lifelong bond 

which is what we all desire when we 

bring these animals into our lives.  

Behaviour issues and a lack of human

Clicker training is a relatively new 

way to train dogs.  It is a method 

based  on science but do not let that 

discourage you!  The first thing to 

know is that you will easily become 

addicted to training!  You begin work-

ing with your dog to teach it to obey, 

and the next thing you know you 

have a huge smile on your face.  This 

happens because you are so amazed 

at how smart YOUR dog is.  Suddenly, 

you have a way to communicate 

smoothly with your four-legged best 

friend, which opens your eyes to just 

how smart he/she really is.  Dogs 

learn very quickly and retain that 

new knowledge when clicker training 

is used.  This back and forth commu-

nication also serves to strengthen 

your bond with your dog.  Your rela-

tionship will be less stressful as you 

can now show the dog quickly what it 

is you would like it to do rather than 

always hounding it about its mis-

takes.  Your bond will also be deep-

ened by the high rate of reinforce-

ment your dog gets from you.  The 

-animal bond is one of the main rea-

sons dogs end up in shelters.  Just  

think how far-reaching an effect we 

could have on dogs everywhere if we 

popularized a training method that 

gave dog owners such an effective 

and dog friendly  tool to help prevent 

behavioural issues. 

For more information, go to 

www.clickertraining.com for great 

articles, tips, and access to multiple 

books.  Feel free to contact me at the 

clinic, I would love to share more 

about this wonderful technique and 

answer any questions you may have! 

 

 

 

 

  Amie Barnes, AHT 

819-10 Discovery Ridge Hill SW 

Calgary, Alberta 

T3H 5X2 

Phone: 403-242-0045 

Fax: 403-242-0097 

E-mail: www.cornerstonevets.com 

Do you often take your dog for a walk near our 

clinic?  Please feel free to come visit and say hi!  

If your dog has a favorite treat bring it along 

with you so we can help make your pup feel  

comfortable with us as well as our hospital!  

Cornerstone Square Veterinary Hospital 

Clicker Training: what is it? 

Outstanding Veterinary Experience 

Common styles of clickers 


